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to represent the 'little man'. In this respect, too, the solid
residue of the exaggerated changes expected to appear in the
Fourth Republic is the nationalized industries, removing from
private enterprise large sectors of the French economy. But
the influence of this change on the political system has been
much less than was expected.
This close correlation between the changes in the social
balance of the community, the electoral balance of the political
parties, and the party complexion of the governments, is the
strongest evidence that the new constitution has struck its roots
and is, despite many handicaps and shortcomings, serving the
needs of France just as did the Third Republic in its day.
Given the democratic tradition of France examined in the
earlier chapters of this book, the constitution of France must be
a republic. On that point there was no dispute in 1944-6.
Given that it must be a republic, the formation and outlook of
the majority of French parties require that it should be a
parliamentary republic. And given the well-established fears
of a dictatorship, either of one party or of a man, which were
strengthened by the experience of Vichy, reinforced by the
emergence of a strong Communist Party, and still further
fortified by the growth of the Gaullist R.P.F., it was inevitable
that the parliamentary republic should seek to make govern-
ment directly controllable by parliament. For this reason
Article 48 of the constitution has rightly been described as
'the most important article in the constitution'.1 It lays down
the basic principle of the Fourth Republic: 'Ministers are
responsible to the National Assembly, collectively for the
general policy of the Cabinet, and individually for their
personal actions. They are not responsible to the Council of
the Republic.' The first of these stipulations makes it basically
similar to the Third Republic: the second explains its most
important single difference.
Conclusion
There is clearly nothing artificial in treating the history of
1D. W. S. Lidderdale: op. dL p. 56.